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Points of Contact
President: Ray Powell
president@sniwla.org
757.567.1310 (m)

Vice President: Darden Langston
dlangston@birdsong-
peanuts.com
757-377-8755(m)

Park Use Reservations
Chair: Allen Kiger 
akiger00@hotmail.com
757.650.8530(m) 

Membership Chair: Alan Ferguson
Alan.Ferguson.IWLA@gmail.com 
757-292-3705(m)

Speaker Coordinator: HJ Miller
info@sniwla.org
757.539.9290(hm)

Chapter website: sniwla.org

WebMaster: info@sniwla.org

IWLA State/National
IWLA Virginia Division

IWLA National

IWLA National Conservation
Currents Publication

 

Backyard
Conservation News 
AskHRgreen.org

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Department of Conservation &
Recreation

Hoffler Creek Wildlife Foundation and
Preserve

Nansemond River Preservation
Alliance

SCCC - Suffolk Clean Community
Commission Recycling

TerraScapes Environmental
Consulting

The Wildlife Society

Virginia Conservation Network

Virginia Master Naturalist  

Meetings
The Chapter’s Board of Directors met
at the chapter park at 7pm on
Monday, August 10th.  Next month's
board meeting will be held at 7pm on
Tuesday, September 8th at the same
location.

As approved by our chapter board of
directors, all scheduled chapter
events/activities as shown on our
website calendar through August
31st are canceled.

Calendar of Events
Please visit our online chapter
website calendar for the most recent
information about upcoming events. 
A courtesy extract through end of
August is shown below.

--TUE Aug 4th CANCELED: National Night Out
Event.
--MON Aug 10th 7pm chapter board meeting at
chapter park.
--WED Aug 19th CANCELED: Swearing in
chapter officers & board members.
--SAT Aug 22nd 11am CANCELED: chapter
members meeting  brown bag lunch meeting.

Recipe of the Month - 
Risotto with Sausage
Submitted by Ben Powell

Adapted From Essentials of Classic
Italian Cooking, by Marcela Hazan,
risotto is a filling and versatile Italian
rice dish. It’s easy to make and is a
dinner on its own, especially with
some sliced sausage or asparagus.

Serves: 6
 

Park Maintenance Tasks
Members, we need your help.
The grass needs cutting at the
park. The dam needs trimming
on both the front and back. See
the June chapter newsletter for
more tasks that you can do on
your own while practicing social
distancing. In accordance with
our volunteer participation
policy, please record your work
hours legibly in the gate mailbox
sign-in log. Thank you!

President's Note
In accordance with our VA
governor's COVID-19 executive
orders, a reminder, all members
and guests using our chapter
park facilities must follow proper
social distancing guidelines.
Thank you for your cooperation
and understanding.

Please note, in light of recently
increasing COVID-19 infection
rate trends and the subsequent
lowering of the VA
governor's maximum allowed
event head count, our chapter
board of directors has decided
to cancel the 'bring your own
bag lunch' chapter business
meeting that was previously
scheduled for Saturday, August
22nd.  Thank you for your
patience with this decision and
please be reassured that our
board of directors is monitoring
this situation closely and will be
re-evaluating this situation in
early September in hopes that
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Classifieds
Suffolk Radio & TV Service
Radio/Television Repair
(757)539-2110
536 W. Washington Street
Suffolk, VA 23434

Meadowbrook Farm Bed and
Breakfast
(757)371-5896
700 Kings Hwy, Suffolk, VA 23432

Appomatox River Company
3009 W. Mercury Blvd.
Hampton , VA 23666;  (757)890-
0500

Arzillo Recycling (Scrap Metal)
Locations: Suffolk & PTMS Blvd
(757)539-8593

Wilcox Bait & Tackle
(767)595-5537;  9501 Jefferson
Ave, Newport News, VA 23605
Specializing in Fishing & Hunting
Supplies, Archery Equipment,
Alumium Boats, Canoes, Live Bait
 

Ingredients

1 cup beef broth diluted in 4
cups water
2 tablespoons finely chopped
onion
2 tablespoons butter
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
¾ pound mild, sweet pork
sausage, cut into disks about ?
inch thick
¼ cup dry white wine
2 cups short-grain rice
? cups grated parmesan
Salt, pepper

the governor will relax COVID-
19 restrictions such that we can
go forward with chapter events
as currently scheduled
(tentatively) on our September
website calendar.

Respectfully Yours, Ray Powell,
Chapter President, Suffolk-
Nansemond IWLA
 

Cooking Instructions

1. Bring the broth to a slow
simmer in a small pot.
2. Put the onion, 1 tablespoon
of the butter, and the vegetable
oil in a larger pot and saute
on medium high until the onions
are translucent. Add the
sausage and cook until
browned, then add the wine.
When the wine has boiled away
completely, stir in the rice.
3. Add ½ cup of the broth and
cook, stirring constantly with a
long wooden spoon, wiping
the sides and bottom of the pot
clean, until the liquid is gone.
Keep doing this for 20
minutes; if you run out of broth,
you can add water instead. Keep
stirring and keep the
rice from sticking!
4. At this point, the rice is nearly
done, so start tasting it for
hardness. Reduce the amount
of liquid you’re adding; you
want a moist but not runny
consistency.
5. When the rice is 1 or 2
minutes from being done, stir in
the Parmesan and butter. Take
the pot off the heat and add salt
to taste.
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LWCF (Land and Water Conservation Fund) Funds Used to Purchase Dismal
Swamp Property from Chapter Member’s Family
US Fish & Wildlife Director Visits Jericho Ditch Lane Site While Touring Dismal Swamp NWR

Submitted by Mike Lane, chapter board member/conservation committee member

Shown in this photo from left to right are: Sandy Ricks (Constituent Services
Representative for Senator Mark Warner), Brian Van Eerdin (The Nature
Conservancy), Eric Sheppard (Diversity Restoration Solutions, Inc.), Aurelia Skipwith
(Director, US Fish & Wildlife Service), Mike Lane (Suffolk-Nansemond Chapter, IWLA),
Chris Lowie
(Manager, Great Dismal Swamp NWR).

The Izaak Walton League has long advocated permanent funding for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF); used to acquire land for wildlife refuges,

parks, and other conservation purposes. Recent passage of the “Great American Outdoors Act” finally ensures continuity of this
funding without the need for periodic re-authorization by Congress – an endeavor that regularly burned up scarce time and
resources that could have been applied elsewhere for natural resource advocacy. Closer to home, the US Fish & Wildlife Service
recently used LWCF funding to acquire a Suffolk property at the intersection of White Marsh Road and Jericho Ditch Lane from the
Langston Family, to add to the Great Dismal Swamp National Wildife Refuge. Darden Langston is a long-time member of
our Chapter’s Board of Director. In the past, his family has sold other Dismal Swamp Property to the Service to help expand the
Refuge.

"The Langston family has been part of the history of the Great Dismal Swamp for eighty years. Our grandfather, N.T.
Poarch, Sr. and our father J.D. Langston, helped build the roads and canals and logged the timber for Union Camp
[now International Paper]", said Langston. "We are proud to continue that tradition with the transfer of this
property to the Refuge in hopes it will help provide enjoyment and education of the Great Dismal Swamp for future
generations."

Jericho Ditch Lane is one of several public entrances into Refuge. It is situated in the northwestern corner of the Refuge, within
walking distance of downtown Suffolk. Much of this area is still characterized by woods and farm fields; however, because of its
proximity to downtown there is considerable development pressure on remaining private holdings in the immediate vicinity of the
Jericho Lane entrance. The Service has long-hoped to improve the public access aspects of this entrance; and purchase of the
Langston property secures a strong “Anchor Property” from which to leverage funds to purchase other properties in the area from
willing sellers.

Working behind the scene with Refuge staff and others over the past several years, Chapter members have helped develop
conceptual plans for parking areas, trails, and some interpretive and passive outdoor recreational facilities at Jericho Ditch Lane.
Several property owners with whom these plans were shared have responded favorably, and indicated a willingness to sell or
otherwise preserve the rural character of their properties using tools such as conservation easements. “We’ve made notable

progress toward our goal, but quirks of policy, protocol, and procedure as relate to pursuing acquisition, easements,

grants or other funding still present challenges. However, we will continue to be patient and innovative; and press

on.” said Chapter member Mike Lane, who has also been involved with the project.

In early July, Aurelia Skipwith, Director of the US Fish and Wildlife Service toured the Dismal Swamp with Refuge
Manager Chris Lowie, making a stop at the Langston Property to promote the Great American Outdoors Act and the Land and
Water Conservation Fund. At that time it had been passed by Congress, but not yet passed by the Senate or signed by the
President. Unfortunately, Darden was unable to join the tour that day, but Mike was able to meet with Ms. Skipwith at the site; and
later, along with staff from Sen. Mark Warner’s office and others. The Chapter commends the Langston Family’s decision to make
their property the cornerstone for the Jericho Entrance Project, and greatly appreciates Director Skipwith’s choice of using this
acquisition and the Great Dismal Swamp NWR to showcase the importance of the Great American Outdoors Act and permanently
funding the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Take a minute to write or e-mail your Congressmen, Senators, and the President to
thank them for passing this important conservation legislation into law. 



With Wildlife Corridor Plan, Officials Hope to Reduce Collisions with Animals
Submitted by Mike Lane, chapter board member and conservation committee member

This year, the General Assembly passed legislation to create a Wildlife Corridor Action Plan, an effort to
identify hotspots and recommend crossing projects – such as overpasses or underpasses – that might
make life easier for both animals and humans. Virginia drivers have a one in 74 chance of striking an
animal, according to insurance statistics compiled by State Farm, a number that consistently puts Virginia
among or near the top-10 most dangerous states for vehicle-animal collisions. But state officials are hoping
to change that by requiring a more thoughtful approach to how transportation infrastructure might affect
wildlife.

Our chapter has long advocated for considerations of human safety as well wildlife protection beginning
with the relocation of Rt. 17 parallel to the Dismal Swamp Canal (Chesapeake) in the late 1990s-early
2000s. With great reluctance at the time by highway officials (and other agencies who should have been
advocates), the proposed crossing of the Northwest River corridor was modified to include a large section
of bridging to accommodate wildlife (to some degree), as well as another crossing that at least benefits
aquatic species. Though terrestrial crossings were ultimately rejected at a couple other locations, a
precedent was set. We have also advocated for consideration of wildlife movement in comments for other
road projects as well (Rt. 460, Rt. 58 between Suffolk & Bowers Hill). Though this is the first I've heard of
this Virginia law, wildlife crossings have been used in many other states and in many other countries with
much success (when located and designed properly). It is good to know that we now have legal standing
for future advocacy for incorporating wildlife movement into road designs.

To find out more, click here.
 

ODU tick team
collects and monitors ticks for Hampton Roads
Submitted by Alan Ferguson, Chapter Membership Chair

Article Source Credit: Wavy.com, article posted on Jul 8, 2020 by Deanna Bettineschi.

Photo Credits https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dermacentor_variabilis, and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amblyomma_americanum

Holly Gaff, a professor of biological sciences at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA says they’ve been
collecting a good number of ticks this year. “There are plenty of ticks out there. It does seem to be more
dog ticks than usual in some places but there are plenty of lone star ticks in our area,” said Gaff.

Dog ticks [(a.k.a wood ticks)] prefer different spots. “Typically, dog ticks are the ones that
they like to feed on the back of your head. You’ll find them up on the scalp or up around the
ears,” she said. "Dog ticks can transmit Rocky Mountain spotted fever, but there’s good
news for our area. Most of the dog ticks around here have been negative for anything can
cause disease in humans from our testing for the last 12 years or so,” she said.

Lone star ticks make up 90 percent of the ticks the team collects. Adult
females can be identified by the white spot on their backs. Gaff says they like to attach
to areas like behind the knee or in the underarm. Lone star ticks can transmit
pathogens, even ones that are associated with a red meat allergy. Gaff says we don’t
have a lot ticks in Hampton Roads that have pathogens that cause Lyme disease — its
more of a concern farther north. “You get up to Williamsburg and the risk goes up
considerably because there’s a more aggressive version of the black-legged tick that’s
been moving down from the north,” said Gaff.
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If you do notice a tick on you, take it off as soon as you can, and put it in a bag or on some tape, write the
date down and save it. If you don’t feel well, go to a doctor right away and let them know you
encountered a tick. “Sadly a lot of these tick-borne diseases actually have some of the same symptoms as
COVID-19 and there’s a lot of concern about misdiagnosis,” she said.

If you want a tick identified or tested for pathogens visit this ODU webspage:
https://sites.wp.odu.edu/tick-team/.
 

DWR (Department of Wildlife Resouces) Website Blog
In case you hadn't heard, the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries has changed its name to
Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR).  At https://dwr.virginia.gov/blog, you will find many interesting
articles including two we've highlighted below:

Summer Smallmouth Bass Fishing in Virginia

Source Credit: Alex McCrickard, DWR Aquatic Education Coordinator

During the dog days of summer, many anglers put their rods and reels down and are content to wait until
later in the fall for cooler weather.  Unfortunately, these anglers end up missing some of the most exciting
warm water fishing conditions of the year.  During this time frame, I tend to focus my efforts on one
species of fish in Virginia, smallmouth bass.  Pound for pound and inch for inch, these fish fight harder
than most other freshwater fish in the state. READ MORE…

The Archery Challenge

Source Credit: Chuck Nease

Archery equipment and bow hunting have come a long way over the past 50 years. Today’s equipment and
hunter ducation have taken bow hunting to a new level that’s finding hunters of all ages engaged! In the
early years, the only choices of equipment for bowhunters were longbows and recurves. It’s hard to
believe we put a man on the moon before we put a wheel on a bow. Holless Allen’s patent on the first
compound bow was the beginning of an equipment and participation advancement that continues today.
READ MORE...

Followup - IWLA National Conservation Action Alert Legislation Passes
Message from Jared Mott, IWLA National Conservation Director

"The House of Representatives [has] passed the Great American Outdoors Act, which will guarantee full
and permanent funding for America's most successful conservation program. Conservation victories as big
as the Great American Outdoors Act do not come along very often. As Ikes, we have a special connection
to LWCF because it was the brainchild of one of our own. Joe Penfold, the conservation director of the
Izaak Walton League during the 1950s and 1960s, has been singled out as the most indispensable member
of the blue ribbon committee that first birthed the idea of securing access to outdoor recreation for every
American...I want to thank each and every one of you that helped to make this incredible day possible.
You have contacted your Representatives and Senators countless times, answering each call to action from
League leaders and staff...This is your victory...I am so honored to be a part of this powerful, tireless
community, and I am sincerely thankful for all you do for conservation. Let's keep winning together."
 

IWLA National Conservation Action Alert - Support the Agriculture Resilience
Act
Message from Duane Hovorka, IWLA National Agriculture Program Director

RE: HR (House of Representatives) 5861, the Agriculture Resilience Act.
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America is losing topsoil at an alarming rate and climate change is threatening our way of life... but new
legislation would help farmers lead the way in tackling these challenges. Representative Chellie Pingree,
one of the few farmers in Congress, has introduced the Agriculture Resilience Act. The bill would help
farmers build healthier soils, reduce carbon pollution, and harness the power of agriculture to take carbon
from the atmosphere and store it in the soil. The Agriculture Resilience Act would be a game-changer in
terms of bringing the critical voices of farmers to the larger climate discussion that needs to happen in
Congress. Show your support for this crucial legislation today!

Ask your Representative to co-sponsor the Agriculture Resilience Act.
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